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Sub-National Review – What does this mean for 
Rural Communities?

• The SNR – an quick review

• The 3 key policy strands

• The different roles of the different ‘groups’

• So what about rural?

• Where to make a difference



Where we have got to…………..?

• In March 2008 Government published the consultation of the Review of Sub 
National Economy and Regeneration 

• Government responded in November 2008

• Draft Bill currently passing through Parliament 
Local Democracy, Economic Development and Construction BillLocal Democracy, Economic Development and Construction Bill

• Three key policy elements identified for what was known as the SNR
– Sub-regional cooperation
– Local Economic Assessments
– Regional Strategies

• Developing Governance Structures in the regions for the development of 
Regional Strategies



The 3 supporting policy documents for the 
Local Democracy, Economic Development 
and Construction Bill

• Policy Document on Regional Strategies 
www.communities.gov.uk/publications/citiesandregion s/ldedcregionalstrategies

• Local Economic Assessments • Local Economic Assessments 
www.communities.gov.uk/publications/citiesandregion s/ldedceconomicassessments

• Options for Sub-Regional Cooperation 
www.communities.gov.uk/publications/citiesandregion s/ldedcsubregionalcoop



Key Policy Element one……….
Sub-Regional Cooperation

• Improving cooperation between local authorities
• Three new options

– Economic prosperity boards
• Purpose to promote economic development and regeneration 
• Enable groups of LA to act collectively on the whole area on economic 

development issues.development issues.

– Combination of the functions of an economic prosperity board with 
functions of integrated transport authority

• Expect EPBs to include transport function

– Multi Area agreements with statutory duties (MAA with Duties)
• LA and partners duty to cooperate with development and delivery of targets
• Voluntary for local authorities

• MAA deliver targets and EPB provides governance arrangements for a 
sub-region



Key Policy Element two……….
Local Economic Assessments

• Government believes LA should have 
central role in leading economic 
development and regeneration

• Broad principles
– Identify economic linkages, including 

between urban and rural economies
– Identify the SWOT of the local economy

• Assessments should form significant 
element of evidence base underpinning 
local and regional strategies

• Assessment should form part of 
evidence base of SCS and therefore 
LAA, LDF and MAA

• LA and regional partners should 
– Review influence on local economic 

development
– Review Regeneration challenges of the 

area
– Analyses causes of workless-ness
– Consider economic development impact 

on environment.

• Regional Priorities from RSS, RES and 
RS should be considered.

• LA and regional partners should 
establish regional framework

• LA are required to consult appropriately
– Encouragement by Government to:

• Local businesses; T&PC and 
CALCs; social enterprises VCFS; 
‘local persons’



Key Policy Element three……..
Regional Strategies

• Intended outcome 
– Regional Strategy is sustainable economic growth but must contribute to 

sustainable development. 

• Vision
– How and where sustainable economic growth will be delivered focusing on the

relationship between the economy and the key drivers for growth, the environment,relationship between the economy and the key drivers for growth, the environment,
communities and regeneration in the South East.

• National Expectations
– Economic Outcomes – Economic Growth in all regions
– Housing Outcomes – Test the housing supply figures from the National Housing and 

Planning Advisory Unity for each region
– Climate Change – Develop an ambitious strategy which will progress against the UK 

greenhouse gas targets and makes use of national energy policies.



RS: the overarching Principles



RS: Principles

• Principles
– Set out the 15 – 20 year vision for the SE and show how it will be achieved

meeting sustainable development objectives.
– Be SE specific and address the needs of the SE and the needs of urban

and rural places within the Region.
– Demonstrate how the strategy will deliver sustainable economic growth– Demonstrate how the strategy will deliver sustainable economic growth

across the SE
– Address issues best dealt with at the regional level rather than through

national or local strategies, plans and policies.
– Integrate and demonstrate from the onset a Sustainability Appraisal, the 

Strategic Environment Assessment and Habitats Regulation Assessment 
in to the development of the strategy. 

– Ensure stakeholder engagement is a fundamental feature of the process of 
developing and delivering the strategy. 



RS: role of SEEDA & SE Leaders Board

• Develop Strategy
– Develop evidence base
– Engage stakeholders
– Appraise issues – SA etc

• Undertake Statutory Public Consultation
• Sign off the Strategy• Sign off the Strategy

– Refine draft strategy and submit to the Secretary of State

• Implementation and Monitoring
– Develop 5 year implementation plans
– Will keep strategy under review

• Transition
– Develop change management programme for the SE



RS: Stakeholder Engagement

• Stakeholder engagement is seen as critical to ensure that the regional 
strategy integrates competing demands and commands support 
across the South East.  

• Stakeholder engagement and community involvement will need to be 
transparent and accountable.  

• Consultation on the development of the strategy will add value to the • Consultation on the development of the strategy will add value to the 
process and contribute to consensus-building across the South East.

• A premium is placed on effective engagement with social, economic 
and environmental stakeholders.  

• Expectations will build on the range of stakeholders currently involved 
in strategy development across the South East including business, 
town and parish councils , the voluntary sector, environmental and 
faith groups and higher education.



RS: role Of GOSE
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RS: the South East Picture so far

4th March 2009 – Regional Assembly 

voted to dissolve itself

South East Leaders have established

South East England Council (SEEC)

Chair of SEEC & SEEDA to write to the 

Legend

Conservative

Labour

NOC

County and UA Council 
Administrations 

May 2008

Minister for the 
South East 
Jonathan Shaw MP

S of S to request to set up 

Regional Partnership Board

Before end of March 2009

Currently three thematic shadow boards 

e.g. Housing Board

(c)  Crown Copyright.  All Rights Reserved.  OS Licence No.  100018986



RS: so what about Rural?

What about rural?

Local Economic
Assessments form
significant element
of evidence ;
•Include the linkages
between rural and
urban economies
•Encourages to
engage with T&PC

Be SE specific and
address the needs of
the SE and the
needs of urban and
rural places within
the Region.

engage with T&PC
and CALCs

Statutory Consultees – include NE, NH, EA:.

Expectations a range of
stakeholders will be
involved including
business, town and
parish councils , the
voluntary sector,
environmental and faith
groups and higher
education

Taken from CLG – Policy Statements on the 
LDEC Bill.  www.communities.gov.uk



Rural Community to RS

SRS

Governance

Boards

Community & neighbourhood Plans; citizenship; decisi on 
making powers; QPS;

Boards

Local Authority - members; LAA; MAA; 
LDF; SCS; networks; 



Rural Proofing

Rural 

Use neighbourhood 
plans to inform and 
be informed by local 
development 
frameworks; LAA; 
Economic 
Assessments; work 
with evidence

Inform and be 
informed by 
Statutory agencies 
e.g. Natural 
England

Rural 
Proofing

with evidence

Use democratic 
decision making 
processes; P&TC; 
elected members; 
contribute to 
consultations

Use SE County Fora & the 
Rural Board; 

Use QPS;
community level plans; 



Where to make a difference…….

SEEDA
LOCAL

AUTHORITIES
Good RS 
Governance

STAKEHOLDERS

Governance

Work within the stakeholder networks across the reg ion to support, inform and influence the 
stakeholder engagement in the process.  Build the t rust and agreement within the networks and 
develop robust representation.



Sonja Rewhorn

Sonja.rewhorn@gose.gsi.gov.uk


